The Ten Demands

Proposals presented to
President Peterson by the Barnard
Organization of Soul Sisters

on February 24.

Where there is a need to act and the individual fails to act, then
e individual is responsible for the consequences that flow
herefrom. We, the black seudents, belicve thar the educational
itructure at Barnard supports the status quo. We recognize the
seed for change. The demands which we are presenting are an
arnest effort by the black students of Barnard College 1o initiate
hat change.

We feel thar in the past the Barnard College administration has
ixhibited a lack of sensitivity and a lack of understanding con-
erning the problems of black students. Therefore, we demand
har the Barmard Organization of Soul Sisters have the sole
sower 1o institute the following changes including the hiring
lf personnel and selection of commirttees and committee mem.
xrs. It is understood that all of the following programs will be
wunded in roral by Barnard College.

We seek and expect a relevant education.

We seck and expect a relevanme education which we are not
petting and which we are not alone in realizing the need for.
White students bave alio felt the alienstion. In a first step
otward the establishment of a “more meaningful educarion” the
back students ar Barnard propose the fowndation of an inter-
lepartrental major in Afro-American studies. This major is to
be fashioned after the Urban Studies major already propoied,
bt will call for the addition of several wew cowrses in nearly
I of the deparsments. A committee of facnlty members, ic., the
ihairmen of the departments, and sindents shonld be immediately
wtablished 1o implement this. It is taken for granted that black
tudents chosen by the black community at Barmard will serve
both as advisors in planming the curriculum and as members
af the committee which renders the final decision. We do not
tecogmize any parallel committee, and demand the immediate
ﬁnolnmon of the committee extablished by the administration.
We feel a need to undertake a nationwide recruitment program
wherein more black students will be admitted o the college.
We feel that Barnard's black enrollment must be increased. We
’cd that such an increase should come throwgh s nationwide
tecraitment program sponsored fimancially by the college in
nbu'b presemsly envolled blacks will educate prospective black
spplicants ar 1o the relevance of an education at Barnard. The
Wiombiﬁ between recrniter and applicant will thereby be a
more intimate one, with the applicant being thorownghly in-
formed of the true policies of Barward College.
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We demand that the policies of the financial aid office be made
more flexible, raking ino consideration the special needs of the
black students.

We do not feel that we showld bave to deal wirh the present
fimancial aid office which comtinwomily fails 1o recognize owr
individual weeds and prefers vo dictate to ws what we onght to
need, Mot black stwdents at Barnard depend on fimancial aid
and bave the right to know on exactly what termy and by what
eriterion finenical aid iy given. We feel that the nurealistic poli-
cies of fimancinl aid weed to be revamped.

We want penodicals, books, and records relevant o our black
culture in the Library.

The Black Women of Barnard Colloge demand periodicals,
books, and records which are relevant 1o black culture to be
placed in Lebman Library as a necessity for making the educa-
tivmal strcture of this college relevant to the black itudent,
and for cducating the wminformed won-black Barnard stwdent
body,

We demand an orientation program designed for and adminis-
tered by black students,

The entablishnent of iwch a program i esiential to entering
black freshmen for a smooth transition inio college life in
goneral, and 1t the often-simes rense and awlienating environ-
meent in which we find ourselves, We contend that sweh a pro-
gram can only be meaningfnl and rraly swecessful if direcred
and carried ont tn its entirety by black stwdents who have bad
the experience of living in a predominantly white institution
in New York City. We feel that it is owr duty as black students
1o assist each bluck sindent in obtaining a meaningful and com-
Plete education of what the city can offer ws, and what adjust-
ments murt (and those that weed wot) be made for a fruitful
experience bere.

We demand the toml reconstruction of the "Special Student
Program.”

We feel that the Special Stwdent Program sbhowld meet the
specific and individual needs of those stwdents who bave been
saddled with the burdensome label of "Special Sindents.” This
reconstrnction must involve organized programs geared toward

the cultwral, academic, and financial needs of the students.

We want immediate lounge and office facilities i BHR and
Plimpeon until we can move into permanently designated rooms
in the Seudent Union Building [the Mclntosh Seudent Center].
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We want an immediate end to harassment by campus security
There bave been many instances in which the black students o
h‘.:l‘.l.'.l.'.-.'. J".I! ¢ !'14'1 " MNRNECE l_i.."IJIV‘. «.‘-J::.:‘ o ,f"h.n"f:'('l H.-"U.H’]‘J’ .'u‘lu -

tificatron. We feel that swely practices are direriminator) and 1we

M A'IIII not rlhll ’J"{' I".‘t NE.

We demand o re A‘f-".-n'.'l»' fro Presdons Peterson .H.‘;’;“ .'v‘).,‘ Board
. 3 ; ' . . .

aof Trustees by March 3, 1'% and Juriirer denrand that pll'”;l‘( n

’ R ) ] . :

Peterson speak directly to these demands in an epen meeling on

March 3

1969,

-~

Students waiting for the convocation to begin, March 3




