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RODLII0 PROPOSES VIGOROUS FEDEPAL PROCRAM TO CURB NARCOTICS USE

Pop. Poter U, Rodino, Jr. (D-d.J.) announced today that he has formulated
a plan for a vigorous three-pronaced attack on the narcotics problem.

Rodino, whe is Dean of the liew Jersey Delegation and a senior member of
the House Judiciary Committee, stated: "The use of hard-core narcotics has now
reached epicemic proportions. Every day in every community and neighborhood the
narcotics tragedy is unfolding before us and continues unchecked. 1In my view, it
is essential that the.Federal government take stronger and more.effective steps
to curb this” arovine narcotics crisis.

“First, we mustyreduce the\demand for napCotigs by providing effective
melical/supgrvision and control of every person khown tonbe an-addict. ''hen
necessary,| the acdict should be taken off the street andweommitted to_a medical
facility. This can-and shouldube done swiftly and effectively -- and without in-
fringing on Comstitutional principles./ Farly next week I plan to introduce.a
propesal \along these lines.

"Second, persons resronsible for the unlawfulssale of\narcotics in the
United States shoule -be-Subjected to the most vigorous law enforcement program
that we are capable of deyeloping. Th% grug, pusher, who-is hi?self not-addicted
out who preys on tie addict is amoné'our most heinous criminals and must be
scourged. I also plan to introduce a proposal along fhese lines in the near
future.

"Third, vast acres of illegal opium poppies now arouing abroad must be
cestroyed. To climinate the supply of heroin-type drugs, our State Department
siould intensify its efiorts to obtain the maximum cocperation from foreign
covernments. ‘'le should assist in the efforts of governments which do cooperate.

I shall also pronose legisiation on these lines.

"If each of these proposals is to be effective, clearly the broad facil-
ities of the Federal goveinment must ~ mustered As a result, the proposal that
T am introcucing will give the Presi. t authori.y to assign *o the narcotics
prcoran any Fedoral facility that he considers necescary. 1 recognize that this
involves the delegation of broad powers, but 1 am convinced of tie need for such
povers to cope with the heroin epidemic.
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SU'TARY OF THE RODINO BILL,
THE PROPOSED MARCCTIC ADDICT REHABILITATION ACT OF 1970

In general terms, the purpose of the proposed legislation is to extend
the coverage of the Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Act of 1966 in two ways :

First, the proposed legislation would provide for the medical treatment,
supervision and control of any person known to be a narcotic addict.

Second, the proposed legislation would make available for the medical
treatment, supervisici and control of narcotic addiction a wide variety of exist-
ing Federal facilities, as well as provide for the establishment of new Federal
facilities to the extent that they are necessary.

Under the proposal, as vell as under the Act of 1976, the term "narcotic"
is defined to include such drugs as heroin, morphine, and cocaine. It does not

include marihuzna.
MEDICAL (TREATIENT., SUPEQVIVS;VOO_{, AiD” CONTROL .OF ¥

[IC_ADD )

Uncer Title ' TIIyof the Act of 196€, prdcedures-iere established for the

civil conmi tnent of certain nartotic ‘addicts. [Howevew, Jhﬁgr Title Il of t;é

Act cf 19€5, the omly persons.ulio.arelable.to initidté'civii'cnu%ﬁtﬁgai pﬂgigeé$ngs
arz: |the acdict himself, or a person/related to tha addict. No provigion is jmade
in Title IIT of the Act of 1986 for the initiation of com?tment‘broceédﬁﬁs[ y
pUtTic health officials or for the civil commitment. of Sér§§ﬂ§zéﬁs?§21%$§ta'a G
crime. In.dddition, Title T of the 1966 Act requires iﬁat éither {he deth,

or a person related to the addict, first petition a United States éttorney.

The preposed-legisiation would amend, Title ilﬂ£§§,;§x¢o éﬁa&l& gny‘afxiA
the folloing to initiate civil commitment proceedings: (1) the addict himself;
(2) a related indivicual; (3) the Surgeon General: (4) a United States attorney;
and (5) a United States District Court on its own motion.

In the case of a commitment initiated by the addict himself, or related
individual, the original petition would e submitted to the Surgeon Gencral rather
than to a United States attorney as called for in the Act of 19G6.

Under the proposed bill, commitment proceedings could be initiated by
a United States attorney or by a United States District Court on its own motion
under circumstances under which the addict has been charged with a crime. The
commitment of persons charged with a crime provided for in the proposed bill
would not be in lieu of prosecution and would not operate to suspend or delay the

disposition of the criminal charge. The proposed bill would not affect Title I

(more)



wle

of the 1966 Act, which provides for commitment in 11eu of prosecution in the case
of certain eligible offenders, vho are not charged with crimes of violence.

The proposed bi11 would provide no basic alteration 1n the procedures
already established in Title IIT of the 1966 Act for those persons who are com-
nitted. Surmarized in brief, those procedures are as follows: The addict would
be committed to the custody of the Surgeon General for treatment (including post
hospitalization treatment and supervision). The treatment, including post hospital-
jzation treatment, may last for 42 months. In the case of a confinement 1n excess
of three months, the patient may petition the court and the court order his release
if the confinement is no longer necessary or desirable. The results of any hear-
ing, examination, test or procedure to determine narcotic addiction cannot he used
against the paticnt dn any criminal proceeding,

EXPANSION. OF FACILITLES FQ
OUTRO) IARCOTIC AUDTCTS

960% and\Section 341/of thesPubl4¥e Health Service Act,

Under the Act of 1
the Sungeon Ceneral has been autiorized to establish| treatment _fac#ldties both

for in-patient and out-patient services.

Under the proposed bill, the President is authorized to make available
by Executive Order for temporary use/as in-patient or\out-patient mediéal centers,
any Federal property or facilities” to the extent that the Sungeon General/determines

that adequate_facilities arenot available.



